
Pratts Bottom Primary School 
What we are learning this term 

 

Class: Sapphire Topic: Natural Disasters! 
 

Term: Spring 
 

 

Curriculum Rationale: At Pratts Bottom Primary School, we want our children to experience a broad, relevant and enriching curriculum that 

prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. This involves learning about our own locality and its history as well 

developing an understanding of other UK and global communities which are characterised by a diversity of ethnicity, religious belief, culture and 

custom. 

By the end of the topic the children will: 

• Understand how natural disasters and weather affects humans around the world. 

• To look at a variety of ways humans have adapted to these harsh conditions.  
 

High quality writing Developing cultural awareness 
 

Technical word list:   

Please help your child to understand the meaning 

of these words and to spell correctly 

 

The children will write an explanation of 

what happens when a volcano erupts.  

 

They will also plan and write a 

newspaper report about a natural 

disaster of their choice.  
 

Towards the end of the topic, the 

children will write a persuasive leaflet, 

convincing people to visit an area of 

potential danger.  
 

 

The children will learn how different 

cultures have adapted to cope with 

extreme weather and natural disasters. 

They will discuss how it effects these 

communities mentally and physically.  
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High quality artwork linked to an artist How to support the topic at home: 

The children will paint an image of 

a volcano erupting. This will be 

inspired by the works of JW Turner 

who paints images of extreme 

weather. 

Watch out in the news for natural disasters 

that happen around the world and discuss 

how they have affected the people who live 

in these areas. It may also be helpful to 

research large natural disasters from the past 

such as Pompeii.  



 

CORE subjects:  How to help at home: 

English Maths  Science: 

By the end of the term we will the 

children will be able to: 
• Use semi colons and colons in a 

list. 

• Create cohesion using adverbs, 

synonyms, repetition and 

pronouns. 

• Use persuasive techniques across 

a variety of text-types 

• Create atmosphere. 

• Use dialogue to convey character 

and advance the action.  

By the end of the term we will the 

children will be able to: 
• Multiply and divide decimals by 

10, 100 and 1000. 

• Multiply and divide decimals by 

whole numbers. 

• Convert between fractions, 

decimals and percentages 

• Find a percentage of an amount 

and find the percentage 

increase and decrease. 

• Use simple formulae when 

working algebraically. 

By the end of the term we will the 

children will be able to: 
• Recognise that living things have 

changed over time and that fossils 

provide information about living 

things. 

• Recognise that living things 

produce offspring of the same kind, 

but normally offspring vary and are 

not identical to their parents. 

• Identify how animals and plants are 

adapted to suit their environment. 

How to help at home:  
• Practise spelling the Year 5/6 

word list.  

• Read regularly at home, asking 

questions to gauge 

understanding. 

• Practice writing lists that use a 

semi-colon and colon.  

How to help at home: 
• Practise times tables regularly.  

• Recap what we learned over 

Autumn term.  

• Practise multiplying and dividing 

a range of numbers by 10, 100 

and 1000.  

• Find percentage-based offers in 

shops and work out the new 

price.  

How to help at home:  
• Research important people linked 

to the idea of natural selection 

such as Charles Darwin and Mary 

Anning.  

• Watch nature documentaries and 

discuss why animals have certain 

features based on their 

environment.  

• Discuss environmental issues and 

how animals may adapt to these.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


