
Pratts Bottom Primary School 

What we are learning this term 

 

Class: Hedwig Years 3 & 4 Topic:  Victorians 
 

Term: Autumn 

 

Curriculum Rationale: At Pratts Bottom Primary School, we want our children to experience a broad, relevant and enriching curriculum that prepares them for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. This involves learning about our own locality and its history as well developing an understanding of other UK and 
global communities, which are characterised by a diversity of ethnicity, religious belief, culture and custom. 
Learning Outcomes for the topic.  By the end of the topic the children will: 
 Understand the importance of the Victorian era. 

 Know how the Industrial Revolution and Victorian inventions changed the way people lived. 

 Recognise the impact of the British Empire had on Britain and the world. 

 Learn about key Victorians, including Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, Charles Dickens, Mary Seacole, Florence Nightingale and Mohammed Abdul Karim. 

 Appreciate the hardships of living during the Victorian era, including children working in factories, going to Victorian schools and living in workhouses. 

History and Geographical Skills Developing cultural awareness High quality writing 

History 

 Develop chronological knowledge. 

 Understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

 Address and devise historically valid 
questions about change. 

 Research and present findings using 
evidence. 

Geography  

 Locate key cities within the UK and the 
world’s countries using maps, atlases 
and globes. 

 To understand how land use differs 
between countries. 

 
 

During this topic, the children will 
learn how the Victorian era 
impacted the lives of a wide variety 
of people, within the UK and 
globally.  We will also look at the 
establishment of education for all 
children by looking at the Victorian 
history of Pratts Bottom Primary 
School. 

Throughout this topic, there will be many opportunities for writing such 
as:  

- An explanation of how an invention works. 

- A diary entry of a child at work. 

- A description of a Victorian School. 

- A newspaper report about the Crystal Palace Exhibition. 

However, as our high-quality piece of writing we will be writing a 
Victorian novel (narrative) in the style of Charles Dickens. 

High quality artwork linked to an 

artist 

Knowledge 

Vocabulary Key places Key people 

We will be looking at the use of 
charcoal to add a Victorian 
industrial feel to our artworks, as 
well as using wood to create 
Victorian toys.  We will also be 
learning about how William Morris 
started to mass produce wallpaper 
to decorate Victorian homes.   

Victorian 
Industrial Revolution 
British Empire 
Exhibition 
Child Labour 
Factories 
Chimney Sweeps 
Poverty 
Workhouse 
Inventions 
Steam 
Infection 
Disease 
Victorian Christmas 

Pratts -Bottom 
London 
Cities around the 
UK (especially the 
North) 
India and other 
countries within 
the British 
Empire. 
 

Queen Victoria 
Prince Albert 
Charles Dickens 
Mary Seacole 
Florence Nightingale 
Mohammed Abdul Karim 
William Morris 



CORE subjects:   

English Maths  

By the end of the term we will the children will be able to: 
 

 Recount the story of Varjak Paw and Oliver Twist. 

 Comprehend a variety of texts including fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry. 

 Focus on spelling, key vocabulary, retrieval and inference. 

 Write an adventure story focusing on the structure, language and 
punctuation.  

 Write a wide variety of texts including: Poetry 
Newspaper reports 
Letters 
Narratives  
An explanation. 

 Consistently use capital letters, full stops, commas, question and 
explanation marks correctly in writing.  

 Check and edit writing.  

By the end of the term we will the children will be able to: 
 
Times Tables 

 Up to x12.  Focusing on x2, x3 x4, x5, x6, x8, x10 and x11.  
 

Place Value 

  Count in 100s, 50s, 25s and 1000s. 

  10,000s 1000s, 100s, 10s and 1s. 

 Partitioning. 

 1000 more or less. 

 Round to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. 

 Compare and order numbers up to 4 digits. 

 Negative numbers 

Addition and Subtraction 

 4-digit and 3-digit numbers. 

 Add and subtract 100s and 1000s using column methods and 

mental methods to find the most efficient method. 

 Estimating and checking answers and strategies. 

Multiplication and Division 

 10s, 100s, 1s and 0. 

 Multiplying 3 numbers by 1 digit numbers. 

 Finding the most efficient methods. 

Factor Pairs. 
 


