
Pratts Bottom Primary School 

What we are learning this term 

 

Class: Sapphire Topic: Slavery 

 

Term: Autumn 

 

 

Curriculum Rationale: At Pratts Bottom Primary School, we want our children to experience a broad, relevant and enriching curriculum that 

prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. This involves learning about our own locality and its 

history as well developing an understanding of other UK and global communities which are characterised by a diversity of ethnicity, 

religious belief, culture and custom. 

By the end of the topic the children will: 

 Have an understanding of how slavery began and what led to its abolition. 

 Find salve routes on a map and know why these routes were chosen. 

 Make a freedom blanket using herringbone, cross and running stitch.   

High quality writing Developing cultural awareness 

 

Technical word list:   

Please help your child to understand the 

meaning of these words and to spell correctly 

 The children will be writing a diary entry 

of a slave while on a ship.  

 While learning about famous people 

involved in this topic, the children will 

write a biography.  

 Towards the end of the topic, the children 

will be writing a discussion text where 

they will pretend to be law-makers 

debating whether or not to abolish slavery. 

We will learn debating techniques as well 

as how to construct a balanced argument.  

The children will gain an overall 

understanding of how black people were 

treated in the past and more specifically 

about the slave trade in the United 

Kingdom and America. This will be 

linked to the current ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

movement and why some people still feel 

this way. 
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How to support the topic at home: 

The children will learn how some slaves 

created freedom blankets to escape. We 

will then design and make our own 

patch using a variety of stitches. These 

will then be attached to create our very 

own blanket.  

There are a variety of children’s books on this 

topic which would be good to share at home. I 

recommend ‘Henry’s Freedom Box’. It may also 

be helpful to research people like Malcom X, 

and Martin Luther King who addressed the 

issues of back rights long after it was 

abolished.  



 

CORE subjects:  How to help at home: 

English Maths  Science: 

By the end of the term we will 

the children will be able to: 

 Use commas to separate clauses.  

 Know how to recognise and use 

the passive and active voice. 

 Use modal verbs to show 

degrees of possibility  

 Write a ballad, rags to riches 

story and a persuasive letter.  

 Use figurative language when 

describing settings and 

characters.  

By the end of the term we will 

the children will be able to: 

 Know place value up to ten 

million 

 Use all four written methods 

including long multiplication and 

long division.  

 Create nets for 3D shapes and 

recognise their properties.  

 Use common factors to simplify 

fractions. 

 Add and subtract fractions with 

unlike denominators.  

By the end of the term we will 

the children will be able to: 

 Understand the way that light 

behaves, including light sources, 

reflection and shadows.  

 Construct simple series circuits to 

help them to answer questions 

about what happens when they 

try different components. 

 Represent a simple circuit in a 

diagram using recognised 

symbols. 

How to help at home:  

 Practise spelling the Year 5/6 

word list.  

 Read regularly at home, asking 

questions to gauge 

understanding. 

 Encourage your children to use 

cursive handwriting when 

completing homework.  

How to help at home: 

 Practise time table regularly, 

revisiting the ones already 

mastered.  

 Help with homework set on 

MyMaths. 

 Practise the four written methods.  

 Find maths games online to play 

with your child.  

How to help at home:  

 Draw round shadows and see 

how it changes over a day. 

 Make a sun dial.  

 Look at batteries at home and 

how to use them correctly.  

 Go to the science museum to see 

how circuit boards are created. 

 Research Benjamin Franklin and 

Thomas Edison.   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 


